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20 July 2023 
	Date of meeting:
	19/07/2023

	Requested by:
	Dubravka BOŠNJAK, Regional Project Manager for Western Balkans
GIZ: Open Regional Fund for SEE – Energy, Transport and Climate Protection

	Subject:
	EU4 Energy Transition: Covenant of Mayors in the Western Balkans and Turkey
3rd Meeting of the Local Steering Committee for the Western Balkans

	Participants:
	Svetlana Bacanin, Adrijana Rac, Dukagjin Bakija, Bledar Aliaj, Boris Ilijevski, Dubravka Bosnjak, Daiva Matoniene, Sanja Zivkovic, Dusica Perisic, Edvin Pacara, Elisa Nikaj, Lendita Gashi, Elena Gavrilova Dimitrovska, Tarik Hubana, Ieva Salaseviciene, Ivana Zels, Miran Kaltak, Kelmend Yajazi, Milenka Knezevic, Jelena Milos, Panche Atanasovski, Predrag Pajic, Xhoi Rami, Sanja Kapetina, Jasna Sekulovic, Semra Amet, Sibylle Strahl, Tamara Bajkusa Spahic, Amela Vranic, Jannis Gesemann

	Moderation:
	Dukagjin BAKIJA,  Country Coordinator Kosovo
GIZ: Open Regional Fund for SEE – Energy, Transport and Climate Protection



Dukagjin BAKIJA, Country Coordinator Kosovo
GIZ: Open Regional Fund for SEE – Energy, Transport and Climate Protection
· Opening of the event, short introduction
· Recording consent asked and received
---------------
Jelena MILOS, Policy Coordinator Environment & Climate Change  
DG NEAR
· Welcome address to all participants, stressed the importance of the project in promoting the Covenant of Mayors initiative
---------------
Sibylle STRAHL, Sector Fund Manager 
GIZ: Open Regional Fund for SEE – Energy, Transport and Climate Protection
· Welcome address to all participants, outlined the project and current context
---------------
Dubravka BOŠNJAK, Regional Project Manager for Western Balkans
GIZ: Open Regional Fund for SEE – Energy, Transport and Climate Protection
· Presented project approach and actions
· Elaborated on implemented and upcoming project activities 
· Outlined the project’s progress alongside all six outputs 
---------------





Comments/Questions/Issues raised, Sharing of experiences:

Adrijana RAC (RAIS): 	SECAP Development – finalised BEI & RVA, consultations held in June, project support has been crucial.

Sanja ZIVKOVIC GASHI ():	Pleased with attitude towards MLG, stressed importance of MLG to strengthen the local level and improve coordination
Coordination between local and national level regarding information sharing in MNE needs to be further improved 

Predrag PAJIC (SOGRS):	Good results, recognised importance of SECAP Development and Implementation
 
Sanja KAPETINA (MOFTER): 	Very active in project of energy transition, NECP – draft prepared and submitted to Energy Community
Now are public consultations (Banja Luka, Mostar, Sarajevo). Growth plan for WB6 and information of additional budget is needed for further development of NECP. Assistance is needed in order to move forward since countries have different starting points, therefore coordination is needed and to fully harmonise SECAPs and NECPs (in B&H it is complex since we have NECP and energy plans for entities)
This is especially important for aligning 2030 indicators and targets. Action is needed to achieve targets
A bottom-up approach is key, particularly for data collection.

Semra AMET (NALAS): 	Regional exchange such as in Istanbul is really important, energy transition and climate, SEE highest representatives – very good event

Jelena MILOS (DG NEAR): 	Adopted government regulation in Energy Community with requirements regarding multi-level governance, to be transposed in countries
European Environmental Agency – ongoing support for reporting under governance
More funding to be mobilised
Ongoing discussions in the Energy Community on the Emissions Trading Scheme, how to set up the system 
Future carbon pricing policies are a potential source of funding for decarbonisation in the countries, and reduce exposure to CBAM. 

Dubravka BOSNJAK (GIZ):  	SECAPs different from SEAPs
Good to hear that Reg Cooperation is appreciated. 
MLG – good direction and relevant for all partners, Energy Community, EU Commission. 
Development of MLG platform at early stage. 
Update on MLG Workshops in WB6 
---------------
Closing Remarks
------------------end of minutes------------------
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